The latest trend in Vietnamese sets is more jokers. The newest frame are the hexagon jokers. I have been able to trace them back to at least 2009. The following two pictures are "four frames" sets:
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Vietnamese wiki reports of "four and a half frames" sets with the half frame containing alternate jokers known as nhị khẩu (dual gates). These jokers can replace both types of honors and act as alternatives for either the dragon or the wind jokers.
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 This is an early form of the nhị khẩu. It depicts tiles for 元 (dragon) and 喜 (wind) jokers.
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This is another form where the two are not separated by miniature frames.

Naturally as this tile contains two characters it is awkward to put frames around them. Manufacturers got around this problem by giving it a single character, "番" which means foreign. Cantonese wiki reports that it is used to replace the flower jokers and the following pictures may support this assertion. It may be that flower jokers are becoming less popular.
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In this picture from a Hong Kong manufacturer, one can see stencils used to make Vietnamese jokers. The six to the right are familiar ones, but the two to the left are not. The one on the bottom is the "番" honors joker while the one above it is "皇" which means emperor. The "縂" supreme joker is absent from this picture. Could it be that "皇" has replaced "縂" as the supreme joker? Where is the "花" flower joker? This image can be deceptive as we'll see later.
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In this picture from a Chinese language blog dated from 2008, we see an alternative form for the Vietnamese jokers. All pieces are identifiable including the new "番" honors joker. The "合", "元", and "喜" jokers  have been replaced with miniature symbols of what they are suppose to substitute as the originals are relatively obscure terms to most mahjong players. Notice that there is no flower joker and the "縂" supreme joker is replaced with "百搭" (hundred uses) like in other Chinese sets!
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In this picture someone has assembled 32 different joker tiles. Let's break it down.

1A is not a joker but a Malaysian/Singaporean face tile which acts as an animal (unnumbered flower).

1B is the 聽用 multipurpose joker.

1C is the Malaysian/Singaporean flying joker (飛).

1D is the Vietnamese  nhị khẩu but with circular frames. It may have come from a multi-frame set.

1E, 1F, and 1G are "百搭" hundred uses jokers.

1H is an unknown tile with a heart, presumably some type of joker.

2A is the "番" honors joker which is surplanting the older nhị khẩu.
2B is the mysterious "皇" emperor tile seen previously in the Hong Kong stencil. Since it is red instead of blue or green I believe it to be an alternate form of the flower joker. This would make sense as there is a set of "皇" flowers in the Vietnamese set. If it were to be any other type of joker it would only cause confusion. This is probably the same as Adam's 2005 mystery tile in FAQ 7e. That strange Nintendo set also contained four "白ポッ" which coincidentally is the same number in the mysterious game of the "Complete Year" as described by Marcia last March. It's a mystery that links China, Vietnam, Japan, and the USA.

2C and 2D are the 縂 supreme joker and the 萬 Cracks joker respectively.

2E: "字" means word. It is an honors joker like the "番" and the nhị khẩu. In Chinese, honor tiles are called word tiles.

2F: "全" means all. Since it is red, I am assuming that it is an alternate form of the "合" suits joker which means whole or together.

2G: "將" means commander which is used in one of the most common forms of mahjong's Chinese names "麻將". Since it is blue I believe it to be an alternate form of the "縂" supreme joker.

2H is most likely a suits joker. It uses the numerals 2, 5, and 8 which are types of special pairs or knitted sequences found in some rules.

Nothing exceptionally difficult in rows 3 and 4 except for 3E which I can't decipher. Any information would be helpful.

This is an updated chart where modern Vietnamese now contains four and a half frames of jokers.

Chinese and Southeast Asian tile sets
	
	Basic
	Flowers
	Animals
	General jokers
	Special jokers
	Total

	Chinese
	136
	8
	
	4
	
	148

	Wang maque
	136
	
	
	
	8
	144

	Hua maque
	136
	20
	
	
	4
	160

	Singaporean
	136
	8
	4
	4
	
	152

	Malaysian
	136
	16
	8
	4
	
	164

	Thai
	136
	16
	8
	
	8
	168

	Classic Vietnamese
	136
	16
	
	
	8
	160

	Modern Vietnamese
	136
	16
	
	
	36
	188


Japanese mahjong is undergoing dora inflation. I believe red terminal tiles are becoming more popular than red 3s and 7s. I can't find red 7s for sale online.

[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.jpg]



Sometimes they come with the set but usually you have to special order it from the manufacturer. These are from a Japanese wiki that reviews sets: http://www28.atwiki.jp/mjpai/
